
Culford is an HMC independent boarding and day 
school for boys and girls aged 2¾ to 18 years
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Challenging, enriching and fun 



Culford is a co-educational boarding and day school for over 670 
children aged 3 to 18 with 370 pupils in the Senior School, half 
of whom are boarders. We are situated in 480 acres of glorious 
Suffolk parkland just a few miles outside Bury St Edmunds.

Culford has clear aims and values. We aim to provide an education 
that is challenging, enriching and fun for every pupil, and is 
focused upon their individual needs and aspirations.

Our values are based upon our Christian and Methodist heritage. 
We see education as a transformational process guiding pupils 
towards academic success, clear moral values, the development 
of leadership and a readiness for the world of adulthood. We also 
expect pupils to have fun here, since a passion for learning only 
comes from enjoyment of it.

The only real way to judge a school is to visit it. At Culford 
you will meet pupils with energy, humour, presence and 
confidence, and a passion for their learning. I can guarantee that 
you will enjoy the time you spend with them, so please 
do come to see us.

Julian Johnson-Munday MA MBA

Headmaster

Welcome 
““

Culford is like 
my second family.



Culford is a Christian school with a Methodist tradition.  

While today’s world is increasingly secular, we feel 

that these roots are alive and serve our pupils well.

The clear moral values expressed through our Christian 

faith remain beacons of certainty in a confusing world.  

Our Methodist ethos is discovered in conscious and 

overt ways such as services, discussion groups and 

lessons; and also in the inclusive nature of school life, 

where the God-given talents that each pupil possesses 

are nurtured. Pupils at Culford see compassion and 

charity as natural expressions of the community in which 

they live and work, not as abstract moral expressions.

Methodism is rooted in social justice, inclusivity and 

tolerance. In today’s world they are values whose 

human expression is needed more than ever.

The school welcomes children of all faiths and of none. 

Provision is made, where possible, to accommodate a 

pupil’s wish to attend their own place of worship.

Values 
for Life





Learning 
for Life“

“
The teaching 
is really good 
–  teachers are 
so enthusiastic 
about their 
subject.

Our aim to provide an education that is challenging, 

enriching and fun for every pupil begins with the classroom, 

and learning is central to that. We believe that teaching can 

only be judged on learning outcomes; and these must be 

based upon individual needs and aspirations.

Pupils need to be appropriately challenged by the work 

they do if they are to move at pace and enjoy their lessons. 

Equally, the work needs to be enriching if it is to provide the 

intellectual stimulus and challenge that pupils need. Finally, 

the classroom should be a place of fun, since without 

enjoyment pupils will not respond to the challenge and 

enrichment on offer.

Academic success comes from passing exams; success in life 

comes from an appetite for learning. The latter is the true 

aim of all education and it is at the very heart of Culford.





Academic results are important at Culford and our ethos 

seeks to promote an enthusiasm for enquiry and learning, 

and rigour and success in terms of the grades our pupils 

achieve. 

However, while academic success is important, we place 

equal value on the things which pupils achieve outside 

the classroom. We expect everyone to get involved with 

Culford life: from charity work, participating in the CCF 

or working backstage on the latest drama production, 

through to sailing, scuba diving and horse riding. 

The Culford day is a deliberately full one with a range of 

activities on offer every day after lessons. Our aim is to 

help each pupil identify and develop their talents to the 

full, to surprise and delight both themselves and their 

families with all that they are capable of achieving.

Education
for Life
““
There is so 
much breadth 
to what we do.





“

“

From House 
events to major 
productions and 
concerts, there 
are so many 
opportunities to 
perform here.



Culture 
for life
Education for life is more than merely academic. The 

arts are a fundamental part of human culture and an 

appreciation and understanding of them are central to us 

as fully developed human beings.

Pupils at Culford are involved in a wide range of musical, 

dramatic, artistic and other cultural events; and in keeping 

with our belief in challenging them, many of these events 

are organised by the pupils themselves.

The orchestra, chamber choir, carols choir, wind band, 

jazz band and other ensembles are organised to great 

effect by the music department. On the other hand, House 

concerts, acoustic rock evenings, Sixth Form concerts, the 

annual school rock concert and other events are organised, 

promoted and performed entirely by the pupils, with high 

standards consistently achieved.

Visiting theatrical productions, bands and other 

performance artists, together with trips out to see plays, 

musicals and concerts also add to the opportunities which 

pupils experience to enhance their cultural appreciation at 

Culford.



Confidence 
for Life

Cultural opportunities are just as plentiful with regard to 

drama at Culford. The Director of Drama produces the 

school play each autumn and the school musical each 

spring. In the summer there is time for junior drama to 

flourish with a Fourth Form production.

All pupils who enter the School at thirteen have a drama 

lesson each week. They are then able to decide whether 

to continue their studies with GCSE Drama and, on 

entering the Sixth Form, with Theatre Studies at AS and 

A2 Level.

There are opportunities both onstage and backstage; 

and again many areas rely on pupil leadership. The 

technical team is run by senior pupils who train younger 

pupils to ensure continuity.

Equally, other events are fully organised by the pupils 

themselves. House concerts often include drama and 

film; Red Nose Day sees the school revue written and 

performed by pupils; and the annual Fashion Show 

each year is designed, written, presented and modelled 

by pupils, raising thousands of pounds for charity.



“

“

Cabaret
was a 
unique 
experience 
for me. 
When can 
I audition 
again….?



Creativity
for Life

“

“Art and design 
is my passion 
and I love the 
projects we are 
working on. 

The expressive arts are another central part of human 

society. Our urge and need to express our creativity 

is ingrained within us and Culford encourages all 

pupils to be imaginative, creative and passionate 

about that expression.

Drawing, painting, sculpture, photography, textiles 

and other artistic media are richly explored in our 

art department. Pupils achieve stunning results each 

year but, just as importantly, we ensure that we tap 

the creative impulses of all our students, whatever 

skills they possess.

Design Technology meanwhile, offers the chance to 

design and build projects in wood, metal, plastic and 

other media. Computer Aided Design is a central part 

of the process and modern facilities ensure that the 

most ambitious designs can come to fruition.





Sport 
for Life
The foundation of Culford’s sporting ethos is to provide 
every pupil with the same opportunity to fulfil their sporting 
aspirations. Specialised coaching and first class facilities are 
the bedrock to achieving this.
 
The School’s Sports & Tennis Centre offers:
l A championship-standard four court Indoor Tennis Centre
l 25m heated indoor swimming pool
l Top class sports hall
l Indoor cricket nets
l Modern indoor climbing wall
l Fitness and Strength and Conditioning Suites
l Squash Court
 
This is in addition to the six outdoor tennis courts, floodlit 
Astroturf, stunning cricket square and immaculate grass 
pitches as far as the eye can see.



The major games of rugby, hockey, netball and cricket are 
at the heart of the competitive sporting provision of the 
school. Specific scholarship programmes and pathways are 
in place for tennis, swimming, hockey and rugby, as well as 
general Sport scholarships. This enables talented students 
to combine an excellent education with tailored, high 
performance programmes. 
 
The cornerstones of provision are: 
l Technical analysis and skill development
l Bespoke competitive programmes
l Sports specific strength and conditioning
l Sports injury treatment and rehabilitation       
 
In addition, there are a wide variety of further activities on 
offer, from football and horse riding to sailing and scuba 
diving. For those that think they don’t like sport, it may 
just be that they haven’t found the right one for them yet. 
At Culford the choices on offer mean that there is a good 
chance everyone will discover something new to enjoy.“

“
Culford is a 
place where 
you can 
excel in sport 
as well as 
academically.

Performance 
Sport 
Pathways



“

“
The atmosphere 
is very relaxed 
and happy. I  
have made so 
many friends.



Boarding 
Life
Boarding is an obvious route to develop self-

reliant, mature young people who have clear 

values and a sense of compassion and tolerance 

for others. Whether as boarders or day pupils, 

the boarding community ensures that all pupils at 

Culford see that the school is more than merely a 

place of work: it is a society which their leadership 

can improve and to which their presence can 

contribute.  

Outstanding pastoral care and boarding ensures 

that Culfordians learn to live and work with 

people whose talents, beliefs, backgrounds and 

cultures are diverse and respected. It is the perfect 

preparation for today’s world.



A Caring 
Life
Everyone at Culford belongs to one of four Houses 

and has a Housemaster or Housemistress, as well as a 

personal tutor, who is responsible for each pupil’s day 

to day welfare and academic progress. The Houses are 

a central part of the Culford community and become a 

home from home for many, whether as a day pupil or 

a boarder. 

Day pupils are fully involved in all aspects of life at 

Culford and are always welcome to join the boarders 

on weekend activities and outings. Houses mix well 

and friendliness between the years is expected and is 

the norm – we are not a stuffy school! 

Culford prides itself on the high standards of pastoral 

care we provide. A relaxed and informal atmosphere 

with easy and open relationships characterises the 

school. Pupils are encouraged to speak their minds and 

to contribute to the shaping of the community in which 

they live, work and learn.



A Scholar’s
Life Financial assistance is available to help children to attend 

Culford who might not otherwise be able to afford to take 
up a place, or to help pupils who already attend the School 
to remain here.

Bursaries are awarded privately and exist to help those 
in financial need, as opposed to Scholarships which are 
awarded openly, as an honour, on the basis of merit. 
Applicants for financial help are required to complete 
a Financial Circumstances Form and are dealt with in 
complete confidence. Please contact the Registrar for 
more information.

Bursaries

Culford has a longstanding tradition of offering Scholarships 
and Exhibitions to recognise and encourage pupils who 
show real talent and potential for excellence. The Scholars’ 
Programme offers an inspiring programme of events and 
activities for all scholars to participate in each year. Most are 
open to all pupils and some also welcome parents.

Scholarships and Exhibitions are awarded openly as an 
honour on the basis of merit. Academic, music, art, design 
technology, drama, sport, hockey, rugby, swimming, tennis 
and all-rounder awards are
available. Please contact 
the Admissions Office 
for more information.



“

“What’s best 
about Culford? 
You can achieve 
anything you 
want to here.



If school life should be challenging, enriching and fun, life in 
the Sixth Form needs to stretch that concept further, offering 
a seamless bridge to university life and adulthood.

Sixth Form life begins with Freshers’ Week, in which 
everyone leaves the comfort of Culford to do leadership 
training and team-building exercises at an outdoor activity 
centre. New friendships are forged and new leadership skills 
developed as our students are prepared for the independent 
learning and leadership we expect in the Sixth Form.

Further days spread over the year prepare students for life 
after Culford: a Well-Being Conference focusing on physical 
and mental health; a variety of enrichment sessions aimed 
at building key life skills; and a Life After Culford conference 
week. These all contribute to their sense of a world beyond 
school. The Sixth Form are also challenged to show 
leadership by running many musical, dramatic, charitable, 
academic or cultural societies and events for themselves.

Sixth Form prefects are selected through an application and 
interview process and are expected to embody the twin 
virtues of leadership and service; we all believe that we hold 
Culford in trust for those who follow and that our duty is to 
hand it on better than we found it.

Finally, for those who choose it, at the end of the Lower Sixth 
year, the summer holiday sees the Malawi Project; a three 
week adventure in which pupils do charitable work in one of 
the world’s poorest countries, getting a global perspective on 
the privilege of their education. 

Sixth Form 
Life

“
“

There is so much 
going on. Culford 
supports you 
in whatever 
you want 
to do.



Academic success is central to schools, but can never 
be the whole picture. Education is preparation for life 
in its fullest sense; even the world of work and one’s 
career is only a small part of any fulfilled person’s life.

We believe that the true measure of success of a 
school such as Culford is young men and women who 
have achieved their full potential in academic terms; 
but who have also fulfilled their potential as human 
beings.

Culford offers a whole host of opportunities to 
challenge each individual and enrich their own and 
other people’s lives: from fundraising initiatives such 
as the annual fashion show and charity restaurant 
through to funding and building classroom blocks in 
Malawi; from scuba diving in the Red Sea through to 
participation in the CCF and The Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award Scheme. Culford pupils have every chance to 
roll their sleeves up and get involved.

Our leavers are bright, articulate, caring and have clear 
moral values; they have experienced leadership and 
been challenged to stretch themselves to the benefit of 
those they lead; and they are engaging and mature for 
their years.

An 
Enriching 
Life



“

“

Culford is 
all about 
opportunities. 
CCF and  
outdoor 
activities are 
a massive 
part of my 
life here.



Come and 
visit us

Admissions Office  Culford School
Bury St Edmunds  Suffolk  IP28 6TX

Tel  01284 385308 
Fax 01284 385513

Email admissions@culford.co.uk

www.culford.co.uk

If you have enjoyed this prospectus and the reflection 
of life at Culford that it offers, I hope that you will 
choose to visit us in person. Pupils and I very much 
enjoy showing off our school to visitors; we are proud 
of it and passionate about what we achieve here as 
a community.

Pupils will enjoy taking you on tour; colleagues will 
welcome you into their lessons; and I will enjoy 
meeting you to answer any questions you may not 
have had answered by your guides or my colleagues.

I am confident that you will be as impressed by our 
pupils as I am proud of them.

I look forward to welcoming you to Culford soon. 

Julian Johnson-Munday MA MBA

Headmaster





Culford is an HMC independent boarding and day  
school for boys and girls aged 2¾ to 18 years

Senior School
Culford

Admissions Office
Culford School
Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk  IP28 6TX

Tel 01284 385308 
Fax 01284 728631

Email admissions@culford.co.uk

www.culford.co.uk

This prospectus describes the broad principles on which 
Culford School is run and the information within it may
be subject to change. The prospectus does not form part 
of any contractual agreement between parents, pupils  
or guardians and the School.


